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SUBTOPICS:

 AbouttheAuthor

StoryinBrief

 SignificanceoftheBlackSpot

 StoryinDetail

 Charactersketches

 AssignmentQuestions

INSTRUCTIONALAIDS:

 Presentationbyscreen-sharing

 GoogleJamboardaswhiteboard

 YouTubelink- https://youtube/xmlGPFzJUaE

INTRODUCTIONACTIVITY:
Studentstoanswerquestionslike-Thinkofatimewhenyouwerescaredorsad.
Telltheclassaboutit...

Whatarethethingsthatmakeyousad?Whatarethethingsthatmakeyouscared?
Listthem intwocolumns....

Ascarythinghappensoneeveningwhileyouarealoneathome.Howdoyoudeal
withit?Expressyourself.



LEARNINGOUTCOMES:

Eachstudentwillbeableto–

1.Understandthechapterinlightoftheplotofthestory.

2.Justifythetitleofthestory.

3.AnalysethecharactersofCaptainBillyBonesandJim Hawkins.

LESSONDEVELOPMENT:

BLOCKI

ABOUTTHEAUTHOR

RobertLouisStevenson(born-November13,1850, Edinburgh,

Scotland—died-December3,1894,Vailima,Samoa),Scottishessayist,

poet,andauthoroffictionandtravelbooks,bestknownforhis

novels TreasureIsland (1881), Kidnapped (1886), StrangeCaseofDr.

JekyllandMr.Hyde (1886),and TheMasterofBallantrae (1889).

‘TreasureIsland’ isanadventurepresentedwith consummate skill,with

atmosphere,character,andactionsuperblygearedtooneanother.The

bookisatonceagrippingadventuretaleandanironiccommenton

the ambiguity ofhumanmotives.

STORYINBRIEF

RobertLouisStevensonforhisnovel,‘TreasureIsland’(serialized

1881–82)inventedaliterarydevicewhichhenamedasBlackSpot.



Thiswastopronounceaverdictofguilt.Thisconsistedofacircular

paperwhichhadonesideblackenedwhiletheothersidehada

messageandwashandedovertotheaccused.

Whilethecaptainwassignificantlyweakenedbyastrokeandthe

narratorpreoccupiedbyallthedutiesandresponsibilitiesofhis

father'sfuneral,ablindbeggarvisitedthenarrator'shouseand

askedhim totakehim tothecaptain.Whenhereachedthere,he

gavethecaptainapieceofpaperwithablackcircleononesideand

somewordsscribbledontheother.

Thebeggarwalkedoffasifhewasneverblindandthecaptainwas

soshockedbywhateverwaswrittenonthepieceofpaperthathe

died.Overall,thestoryisaverysadonerevolvingaroundthetheme

ofsorrow.

BLOCKII

SIGNIFICANCEOFTHEBLACKSPOT

Theblackspotisanage-oldpiratetradition,thoughitwasactually
inventedby RobertLouisStevenson himself.Whenthemembersofa
piratecrewaredissatisfiedwiththeircaptain,theypresenthim witha
pieceofpaperwithablackspotprintedononeside.Thisisawarning
thatthecaptaininquestionisabouttobeoverthrown,ormaybeeven
killed.Eitherway,thepiratecaptainwhoreceivestheblackspotisserved
anoticethathe'sinseriousdangeroflosinghisship'scommandaswell
ashislife.

Theblackspotisliterallyjustthat,ablackspot.Itconsistsofaround
pieceofpaperwithablackenedspotononesideandamessageonthe
other.Itrepresentsacondemnationofonepiratebyhiscrew.Ifgiventoa
captain,itmeansthathiscrewhaslostfaithinhisabilitytoleadandheis



forcedtostepdownfrom hiscommand.InthecaseofCaptainBilly
Bones,themessageonhisblackspotisademandthathemustappear
beforehisformercrew.Itispresumedthatfailuretocomplywithablack
spotcouldresultinthedeathoftherecipient.

Inaway,theuseoftheblackspotrepresentsthedemocraticnatureof
piratecrews.Anyonecanearnthecensureofhisshipmatesandbecalled
totask.Evencaptainsaresubjecttothem.

STORYINDETAIL

Jim’sfather diessuddenly,so Jim doesn’thavetimetothinkabout

the captain.

Jim’sfatherhasnotplayedamajorrolethusfar,butnowJim isleft

entirelywithoutamaleauthorityfigure—andthecaptainisnot

exactlyaproperreplacement.

Thedayafterthefuneral,a blindman withaneyepatchcomesup

the road,callingoutandaskingwhereheis. Jim sayshe’satthe

Admiral BenbowinBlackHillCove,andleadshim inside,before

themanasksto leadhim tothe captain.Jim beginstosaythatthe

captainistooweak, butheissoonscaredbytheman’scold,cruel-

soundingrebuke,andleadshim tothecaptain,whosefacegrowspale

whenheseeshim.

Themanslipssomethingintothe captain’shandandthenquite

nimblyracesoutofthehouseandbackdowntheroad.Thecaptain

openshis hand,cries,“Teno’clock,”whichissixhoursfrom that

moment,andthen fallstothefloor,deadofapoplexy(internal

bleedingfrom anotherstroke). Jim burstsintotears,eventhoughhe

hadalwaysfoundthe captaindisturbing.Hewitnessesasecond

deathwhenheisstillnotout ofthegriefofthedeathofhisfather.



CHARACTERSKETCHES

Jim Hawkins

Jim Hawkinsisthenarratorandtheprotagonistofthestory,

‘TheBlackSpot’.Heworksathisfamily's inn.Heseemstobea

caringandconcernedfellowashetakescareofthecaptainwhostays
intheirinn,despitehisroughbehaviour.Heiskindheartedasthough
hedidnotlikeCaptainBillybuthefeltpityforhim whenhestarted
keepingunwellandcriedforhim whenhedroppeddeadinfrontofhim.
Heisquiteresponsibleasatanearlyagehehelpshisparentsin
runningtheinn.

CaptainBillyBones

CaptainBillyBonesstayedattheinn,AdmiralBenbow.Hehad

beenstayingthereforquitesometime.Hewasdescribedasa

manofviolenttemperament.Hedidnotmixupwiththepeople

andstayedlostinhisownthoughts.Singingwashisfavourite

pastimeandhewouldoftensing“uglyoldseasongs”.When

thestrangerhandedhim thecardwhichhadtheblackspot,he

wasquitedisturbedandgotastrokeanddied.

BLOCKIII

ASSIGNMENTQUESTIONS

Q1.“ItwastheseconddeathIhadknown,andthesorrowofthefirst

wasstillfreshinmyheart”.

a)Whosedeathsisthenarratortalkingabout?

b)Whywasthesorrowofthefirstdeathstillfreshinthenarrator’s

heart?



Q2.Whydoyouthinkallcolourwentoutofthecaptain’sfacethemoment

hesawtheblindbeggar?

Q3.Howdidtheblindmanthreatenthenarrator?

Q4.“Mypoorfatherdiedquitesuddenlythatevening,whichputallother

mattersononeside.”

a)What“othermatters”doyouthinkthenarratorisreferringto?

b)Whatkeptthenarratorbusythatheforgot“othermatters”?

************************************


