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                      CLASS V              SUBJECT– English          TERM 2 (2020-21) 
 

TOPIC- The Cop and the Anthem 
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A short summary of the lesson –The Cop and the Anthem  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The story " The Cop and The Anthem " by O. Henry is about a homeless man called Soapy 
who notices once in a cold night on his park bench that he has to try to do everything that 
is possible in order to get into prison for three months to survive the winter. 

Attempts… 

His first attempt to get there is to dine in an expensive restaurant and to tell the waiter 
afterwards that he could not pay the bill. When Soapy goes into the restaurant, the head 
waiter has him thrown out directly because of his outward appearance. 
For his second attempt he throws a stone into a shop window. But this attempt also fails 
because the policeman doesn't believe that a real "lawbreaker" would still stay waiting to 
let himself voluntarily be arrested and when the policeman sees a man running along the 
road, he assumes that the running man must be the guilty person and pursues that man. 
In his third attempt Soapy eats in a restaurant and says afterwards that he could not pay 
the bill. But the waiter doesn't call the police and isn't interested in Soapy anymore… 
After this attempt also fails, he behaves as if he were drunk in the proximity of a 
policeman. But the policeman ignores Soapy because all the policemen had been 
informed that the students from Yale were celebrating a party that night. 
 
 

Learning Outcomes: 

Each child will be able to: 

• read and understand the story.  

• Comprehend the text and answer at least three questions based on it. 

• Learn to value the importance of hard work, truthfulness and sincerity in 
life. 

Step 1:  Let’s watch this short story which tells us the value of hard work and 
sense of achievement. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfrY3O4e9zM&t=57s 
 
Step 2: Read the text ‘The Cop and the Anthem’ from My New Canvas 

Coursebook and underline important words and ideas.  
(Please note the scanned pages of the lesson have been added towards 
the end of the E lesson Plan.) 

 
Step 3:    Revise the text through the following notes:- 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gfrY3O4e9zM&t=57s
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End 

When Soapy walks along the road, he suddenly stops in front of a church. The atmosphere 
created by the light shining through the coloured windows of the church and also by the 
organ music to be heard on the road outside the church makes Soapy start thinking about 
his life. At the same moment as Soapy decides to start a new life, a policeman comes 
towards him and arrests him because he was not allowed to stand there. 
Soapy is condemned to three months in prison as he had wanted it all the time! 
 

Let’s recapitulate the lesson through the following exercises:- 
(Please note that Ex. A and B are to be done orally) 

A. Arrange the following events that happen in the story in correct sequence:- 

a. Soapy tries to get into a fancy restaurant but was refused entry. 
b. He throws a stone at the glass window of a shop. 

     c. Soapy is a homeless man who decides to commit a crime to go to the prison for three          
months.  

d. In Blackwell’s Island prison, food, bed and blanket were provided free to the prisoners. 
e. He is been thrown out on road for not paying the food bill. 
f. He tries to act like a drunk man and shouts in front of a theatre.  

 
B. Find words from the story that convey the following meanings. 

1. coming closer or nearer-                                              ______________  

2. most wanted or needed desperately-                        ______________  

3.  aim or reason-                                                                 ______________  

4.  to speak strongly in favour of anyone /anything-     ______________ 

5. a song of praise of God/ nation-                                  ______________ 

 

  Please Note:- Ex. C, D and E to be done in English notebook .) 

C. With reference to the context answer the the given questions :- 

I. “Where’s the man who did it?” 

a. Who said this and to whom? 

b. Who was the speaker looking for? 

c. Why didn’t the speaker believe the listener? 
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II “What are you doing hanging around here?” 

a. Who said this to whom? 

b. Did the speaker trust him?  

c. What happened in the end? 

 

D. Answer the following questions in short (40 – 50 words):- 

Q1. Why did Soapy want to go to the Blackwell’s Island? 

Q2. How many attempts did he make to get into the prison? Was he successful any time? 

Q3. What brought a change in his mind? What did he decide to do from that day? 

Q4. Did Soapy deserve to be arrested in the end of the story? Give at least two reasons for 
your answer. 

 

E. Select the correct option to complete the given sentences: 

i) Soapy hoped to spend the winter _________________________ 

a) by sailing away on a ship. 

b) at his seat in Madison Square. 

c) in the prison on Blackwell’s Island. 

 

ii) The head waiter at the door of a large and brightly lit restaurant at Broadway Street 

didn’t allow Soapy to enter the restaurant because____________________ 

a) of Soapy’s rude behaviour. 

b) of Soapy’s untidy hairstyle. 

c) of Soapy’s worn out shoes and the torn clothes. 

 

iii) Soapy’s home was _______________________ 

a) a seat in a park in Madison Square Garden. 

b) a bungalow in Madison Square. 

c) in a church having coloured glass windows. 
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WORDLY WISE 

 

 

 

 

          COLUMN A (Words) COLUMN B (Meanings) 

1. strategy                                                 a. simplify                                                  
2. applaud                                                 b. difficult or embarrassing 
3. glare                                                       c. a plan of action 
4. clarify                                                    d. stare in an angry way 
5. awkward                                               e. cheer or clap 

 

(Please Remember:- This work is to be done in the Vocabulary Notebook) 

Vocabulary Enrichment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children, in this section we are familiarising you with the words which convey 

something that is more than ordinary. We need to replace these with a single word 

to make the language more compact and richer. Let’s look at the words for this 

week. 

very wet: dampened -------- The books got dampened due to heavy showers. 
 

 very wise: insightful --------- She offered some really insightful observations. 
 
very annoying: bothersome-------- The man with the hat is bothersome. 
 
very crowded: cramped ----------We should avoid visiting cramped places 

during a pandemic. 
 
very careful: conscientious--------She is conscientious with regard to her 

duties as a captain. 
 

Make use of these new words while conversing with others. 

 

 

 

      clarify                   glare    applaud 

                        strategy            awkward 
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