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SUBJECT: - SOCIAL SCIENCE

CHAPTER- Role of Government in Health (Part 1)

GUIDELINES:

¢ Read the notes and the Chapter 2 of Political Science- ‘Role of Government in
Health’ and follow the instructions given below.

¢ Do not copy the notes in the notebook.

e All the activities and questions are to be done in the Social Science notebook.

Reference Book Our Past Il (NCERT Political Science book class VII)

Chapter Link - http://ncert.nic.in/textbook/textbook.htm?gess3=2-9

INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC:

One of the features of the Indian Constitution is to establish a welfare state. This means
that the government is expected to work for the well-being of the people in the spheres
of education, healthcare, basic needs etc. and provide services for the same.

POINTS TO BE COVERED IN THIS CHAPTER:

What is Health?

Healthcare in India

The cost of a cure

Public and Private healthcare services
Healthcare and equality

Experience from Kerala and Coast Rica

WHAT IS HEALTH?
Health means our ability to remain free of illness and injuries.
There are certain factors which affect our health.




RBMMS Access to clean drinking water

=l Access to basic sanitation facilities

e Cleanliness in surroundings

e Clean air

=l Nutritious food

Watch the video given below for further understanding:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0OXFXSP4JDNA

Video Link

HEALTHCARE IN INDIA

Given below are some of the steps taken by the government to provide healthcare

service for all in India.

Policy 2017

Special focus on
production of Active
Pharmaceutical Ingredient

(API) products

Reducing cost with
indigenous medical
technology and medical
devices

National Health

Incentivizing local
manufacturing to provide
customized indigenous

WHAT ARE THE5 Ts

IT: Testing /
Govt will conduct d
random tests, mostly in

the corona hotspots of

the city, to identify, treat, trace,

quarantine and seal, along the
lines of South Korea

2T: Tracing

Will trace every single @
contact of positive

cases through cellphone
triangulation. 24-hour tabs on
those in home quarantine

to ensure they're following

the norms

TOI FORMORE INFOGRAPHICS DO

Phato: AN

3T: Treatment /:L,\
2,950 beds currently H‘
available exclusively

for Covic-19 patients,
Detailed contingency plan
ready. Hotels, banquet

halls to be converted into

hospitals if the number of
cases crosses 30,000 mark

4T: Teamwork 5T: Tracking & ~~ ™
OMtotakitoall ‘\ Monitoring

Delhi MPs on N /| Chitopersonaly
Wednesday, All track and monitor every

departments, agencies Sing!easpgct involved in
working in coordination making this plan successful

We need appropriate healthcare facilities to prevent and treat diseases.

Healthcare Facilities include

» Health centers

» Hospitals

» Laboratories

» Ambulance services etc.



» Human Resources such as qualified doctors, nurses and good health professionals
and workers.
» Blood bank

» Medicines and equipment

Achievements: - (i) India has the largest number of medical colleges in the world and is
among the largest producers of doctors.

(i) India is the fourth largest producer of medicines in the world.

(iii) The knowledge and experience in running a public healthcare system is
considerable. The public healthcare system, hospitals and clinics are run by the
government and it caters to a large section of the rural population.

(iv) Even the medical technology has advanced very well.

(v) India is being known globally for its medical tourism. (Medical tourism refers to
people traveling abroad to obtain medical treatment.)

Shortcomings: Despite the above achievements, we are not able to provide proper
health care facilities to all.

(i) People in rural areas have to travel long distances and wait in long queues at
government hospitals.

(i) Most doctors settle in urban areas.

(iii) Half of all the children in India are undernourished.

Read the story given below and answer the question:

The story of Hakim Sheik

Hakim Sheik was a member of the Paschim Banga Khet Mazdoor Samity (PBKMS), an organisation
of agricultural labourers in West Bengal. One evening in 1992, he accidentally fell off a running
train and suffered head injuries. He was in a very serious condition and needed immediate
treatment.

He was taken to a government hospital in Kolkata but they refused to admit him because they
did not have a spare bed. Another hospital did not have the facility or the specialised doctors
necessary for his treatment. In this way he spent 14 hours in a critical state and was taken to
eight different government hospitals, but none of them admitted him.

Finally, he was admitted in a private hospital, where he received treatment. He spent a lot of
money on his treatment. Angry and upset over the indifferent attitude of all the hospitals that
refused to admit him, Hakim Sheik and PBKMS filed a case in the court.

Imagine yourself to be the judge in this case. What would be your judgement?

THE COST OF A CURE

Class Activity: Read the storyboard given below (Refer to page 22, 23 of the book).
Share your experience of healthcare facilities in India during this pandemic (COVID-19).




THE COST OF A CURE

Aman and Ranjan are good friends.While Ranjan
comes from a well-to-do family, Aman’s parents have
to struggle to make ends meet...

F  HiAman! Good to

see you back! How have
you been?

The building looked so posh. |l thought it
was a five star hotel! Daddy said that was
because it was a private hospital, with the
best of facilities.

The doctor asked for many tests...but
everyone was so friendly! The lady who took
my blood for testing told me so many jokes
that | forgot to feel the pain!

...and have you
heard the one
about Batman
on Reality TV?

...and so young man — this pink pill should be
taken three times a day, and the white tablet
once before bed time — that's for the

bodyache! This one is a syrup — don’ g

Oh! Me, too! | just got back to
school on Monday. My Daddy
took me to see the doctor
at the new hospital in
Kingsway. It was very exciting!

| had viral fever and
had to go to the
hospital...

Daddy had to pay Rs 500 at the reception counter
itself — before we even met the doctor! There was
nice music playing and everything was really clean
and shiny.

After the test results came, we went back to the
doctor. He looked through them and said everything
was fine, and 1 only had viral fever. He prescribed lots

of medicines and rest.

wWOorry, it's tasty

Thank you
Doctor...l feel
better

4 already!
e o a—




-..and it really did! We went to a big
Government Hospital.We had to wait in a long
queue at the OPD counter. |l was feeling so sick
that | had to lean on Abba all the time!

You see, I've been dying to tell you all
about it! But what about . =<
you? Which hospital did =7

you go to? a3

Um...it wasn't as nice as your's
at all! At first, Abba didn't want
to take me because he said it

. would take too much time...

Ve got the test results after three days...and went
VYWhen our turn came, the doctor examined me, and back to the hospital.There was a different doctor
asked for a blood test.Then we had to go and stand in that day.
another long queue! People were crowding around in
the testing room too.

Show me his OPD
card...and the test results
— quickly please!

He seems to be suffering from My hospital was nice, but
a bourt of viral fever — nothing they gave me too many
to worry about.All he needs is medicines and the whole

this one fever-reducing thing cost more than
medicine. Rs 3.500!

That much! My
treatment COst just
Rs 150!

R

Summary:
+ Health means our ability to remain free of illness and injuries.

L)

% There are a number of factors that affect healthcare

+ India has the largest number of medical colleges in the world and is among the
largest producer of doctors.

+ India is being known globally for its medical tourism. (Medical tourism refers to
people traveling abroad to obtain medical treatment.)

+ Despite the above achievements, we are not able to provide proper health care

facilities to all.



Assignment
Guidelines: All the questions are to be done in the Social Science notebook.

Q1. Define health.
Q2: Enlist some factors that affect our health.
Q3: Write the achievements and drawbacks of healthcare in India.



