
 

1 
 

BAL BHARATI PUBLIC SCHOOL, PITAM PURA, DELHI-110034 
    

  CLASS –VII 
 
SUBJECT: - SOCIAL SCIENCE 

    
CHAPTER- Role of Government in Health (Part 1) 

 
GUIDELINES:  
 

 Read the notes and the Chapter 2 of Political Science- ‘Role of Government in 
Health’ and follow the instructions given below.  

 Do not copy the notes in the notebook. 
 All the activities and questions are to be done in the Social Science notebook. 

 
Reference Book Our Past II (NCERT Political Science book class VII) 
 
Chapter Link - http://ncert.nic.in/textbook/textbook.htm?gess3=2-9 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC: 
 
One of the features of the Indian Constitution is to establish a welfare state. This means 
that the government is expected to work for the well-being of the people in the spheres 
of education, healthcare, basic needs etc. and provide services for the same. 
  
 
POINTS TO BE COVERED IN THIS CHAPTER: 
 

 What is Health? 
 Healthcare in India 
 The cost of a cure 
 Public and Private healthcare services 
 Healthcare and equality 
 Experience from Kerala and Coast Rica 

 
WHAT IS HEALTH? 

Health means our ability to remain free of illness and injuries.  
There are certain factors which affect our health.   
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Watch the video given below for further understanding: 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXFXSP4JDNA 
 
 

HEALTHCARE IN INDIA 
 
Given below are some of the steps taken by the government to provide healthcare 
service for all in India.  
 

 

 
 
We need appropriate healthcare facilities to prevent and treat diseases.  
Healthcare Facilities include  
 Health centers 
 Hospitals  
 Laboratories 
 Ambulance services etc.  

Access to clean drinking water

Access to basic sanitation facilities

Cleanliness in surroundings

Clean air

Nutritious food

Video Link 
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 Human Resources such as qualified doctors, nurses and good health professionals 
and workers. 

 Blood bank                                    
 

 Medicines and equipment 
 

Achievements: - (i) India has the largest number of medical colleges in the world and is 
among the largest producers of doctors.   
(ii) India is the fourth largest producer of medicines in the world.  
(iii) The knowledge and experience in running a public healthcare system is 
considerable. The public healthcare system, hospitals and clinics are run by the 
government and it caters to a large section of the rural population.  
(iv) Even the medical technology has advanced very well.  
(v) India is being known globally for its medical tourism. (Medical tourism refers to 
people traveling abroad to obtain medical treatment.)  
 
Shortcomings: Despite the above achievements, we are not able to provide proper 
health care facilities to all.  
(i) People in rural areas have to travel long distances and wait in long queues at 
government hospitals.  
(ii) Most doctors settle in urban areas.  
(iii) Half of all the children in India are undernourished. 
 
Read the story given below and answer the question:

 
 
Imagine yourself to be the judge in this case. What would be your judgement?  
 

THE COST OF A CURE 
 

Class Activity: Read the storyboard given below (Refer to page 22, 23 of the book). 
Share your experience of healthcare facilities in India during this pandemic (COVID-19). 
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Summary: 
 Health means our ability to remain free of illness and injuries.  
 There are a number of factors that affect healthcare 
 India has the largest number of medical colleges in the world and is among the 

largest producer of doctors.   
 India is being known globally for its medical tourism. (Medical tourism refers to 

people traveling abroad to obtain medical treatment.)  
 Despite the above achievements, we are not able to provide proper health care 

facilities to all.  
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Assignment 
Guidelines: All the questions are to be done in the Social Science notebook.  
Q1. Define health. 
Q2: Enlist some factors that affect our health. 
Q3: Write the achievements and drawbacks of healthcare in India. 
 
 
 
 

 


