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BALBHARATIPUBLICSCHOOL,PITAMPURA,DELHI–110034

ClassVIII

ENGLISH

Nameofthelesson:WhenYouAreOld(Poem)

Dearstudents

 Thise-lessonwillhelpyouunderstandthepoem,‘WhenYouAreOld'.

 Pleasenotethatthetextofthepoem isincludedinthise-lesson.PDFofthe

textbookpageshavealsobeenattachedwiththise-lesson.

 PleaseattempttheassignmentquestionsinyourEnglishnotebookandcopythe

questionsalso.

TEXT

Whenyouareoldandgreyandfullofsleep,
Andnoddingbythefire,takedownthisbook,
Andslowlyread,anddream ofthesoftlook

Youreyeshadonce,andoftheirshadowsdeep;

Howmanylovedyourmomentsofgladgrace,
Andlovedyourbeautywithlovefalseortrue,

Butonemanlovedthepilgrim soulinyou,
Andlovedthesorrowsofyourchangingface;

Andbendingdownbesidetheglowingbars,
Murmur,alittlesadly,howLovefled
Andpaceduponthemountainsoverhead
Andhidhisfaceamidacrowdofstars.

W BYeats
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INTRODUCTION

William ButlerYeats,a famous Irishpoetwrotethepoem,‘WhenYouAreOld'.

Itwasfirstpublishedin1893andisoneofthefamouslovepoems.It

comprisesthepoet’seternalloveforhisbeloved. Thepoetisinfavourofa

kindoflovewhichisnotbasedonphysicalappearanceoroutwardbeauty.It

fadesawaywithtime.Rather,hevaluestheinnerbeautyofthesoul.

Pleaseclickonthelinkgivenbelowtolistentotheaudiorecordingofthe

poem.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ttlSOHESJE

STANZA-WISEEXPLANATIONOFTHEPOEM

Stanza1-

Inthefirststanza,thepoetaddresseshisbelovedandtellshertothinkof

thetimeinfuturewhenshewillgrowoldandgrey.Whenshewillsitbythe

firesideandrememberherdaysofyouthandbeauty.Shewillnolonger

possessthoselooksandbeauty.Shewillonlyhavethememoriesofit.

Stanza2-

Thepoettellsthegirlthatshehadmanyadmirersofherbeautyinherpast.

Thoseadmirerswerenotloyalorsincereandlovedonlyherouter

appearanceandlooks.Theydidnothaveanytruefeelingsforher.Inthe

lasttwolines,ofthestanza,thepoetexpresseshisfeelingsforthegirl.He

saysthatthereisonepersonwholovesthepiousandpuresoulinher,who

lovesher,notforherphysicalbeautybutforherinnerself.

Stanza3-

Inthelaststanza,thepoetreferstohisbelovedwho,sittingbesidethe
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firesidewillrememberhowtheonewholovedhertruly,isnomorewithher.

Hefledawayfrom herandisnowamongthestars.

MAJORTHEMESINTHEPOEM

Love,falseadmirationandregretarethemajorthemesofthispoem.

Itshowcasesthepictureoftheoldagewhenthegirlsitsandreflectsonthe

pastmemories.Shecontraststheshallowform ofloveandsuperficial

admirationwiththetruelovethatshenevervaluedorappreciated.

TONE/MOODOFTHEPOEM

Thefirsttwostanzascanbeseenasromanticandpositive.Thelossofthe

speaker’sloveinthethirdstanzachangesthetone.Itseemsasif,thebeloved

isfullofregret.

POETICDEVICES

Someofthepoeticdevicesusedinthispoem are:

 Imagery: Imageryisusedtomakereadersperceivethingswiththeirfive
senses.Itcreatesavisualrepresentationinthemindsofthereaders.
Thepoethasusedimageryinthepoem suchas,

“Andnoddingbythefire,takedownthisbook”

“Andbendingdownbesidetheglowingbars”

“Andpaceduponthemountainsoverhead”

 Symbolism: Symbolism isusingsymbolstosignifyideasandqualities,
givingthem symbolicmeaningdifferentfrom literalmeaning.

“greyandweakandfullofsleep”symbolizesanelderlywoman.“fire”is
the symbol offierylovesheoncerejected.“mountainoverhead”and
“crowdofstars”arethesymbolofthingsthatexistbutshecan’treach
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them.

 Alliteration:Alliterationistheoccurrenceofthesamesoundatthe
beginningofadjacentorcloselyconnectedwords.Forexample,

thesoundof‘h’in“Andhidhisfaceamidacrowdofstars”.

 Personification: Personificationistogivehumancharacteristicsto
inanimateobjects.Forexample,

“howLovefled”,asif,theloveishumananditcanmove.

RHYMESCHEMEOFTHEPOEM: abba

Whenyouareoldandgreyandfullofsleep, a
Andnoddingbythefire,takedownthisbook, b
Andslowlyread,anddream ofthesoftlook b

Youreyeshadonce,andoftheirshadowsdeep; a

ASSIGNMENT

(TobeattemptedinEnglishnotebook)

1.Whatisthemoodofthepoem?Whatemotionsdoyouhavewhile

readingthepoem?

2.Referencetocontext-

“Andbendingdownbesidetheglowingbars,
Murmur,alittlesadly,howLovefled
Andpaceduponthemountainsoverhead
Andhidhisfaceamidacrowdofstars.”

a)Identifyoneexampleofpoeticdevicefrom theabovelines.

b)Whois“his”intheabovelines?
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c)Whywouldthepersonbeingaddressed“murmur,alittlesadly”?

3.Justifythetitle,‘WhenYouAreOld’.

4.Explainthephrase,“yourchangingface”.


