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Bal Bharati Public School,Pitampura,Delhi-110034 

Class IV    Subject – English  (2020-21) 

Topic- the river bank    

 

              Name _________________________     Class IV ____              Date - 02/04/2020 

    ‘Never stop learning; for when we stop learning, we stop growing.’ 

To reinforce this thought, the school is sharing activities and lesson plans through this 

virtual platform to ensure that the children don’t fall behind with the curriculum. 

STEP 1: Watch a video based on Chapter 1 (The River Bank) of the book ‘The Wind in the 

              Willows’ through the given link https://youtu.be/-KqsUBGBD0 

STEP 2: Read the text ‘The River Bank’ in My Canvas and underline important words and  

                  ideas. 

    STEP 3: Revise the text through the following notes.                      

                               INTRODUCTION 

Children, we are all surrounded by various animals. Some of us even keep them as pets in 

our households. Animals not only provide us with useful things like milk, eggs, wool and so 

on but also prove to be our loyal friends. The lesson ‘The River Bank’ is an adaptation of 

the original story from the book, ‘The Wind in the Willows’. The central characters of this 

famous novel by Kenneth Graham are a mole and a water rat. You can see the pictures of a 

mole and a water rat underneath.  

 

             
 

       WATER RAT 
 

MOLE 
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Now let's read the summary of the lesson to understand the text. 
 

SUMMARY OF THE LESSON 

The story opens during springtime, while the Mole is conducting his annual spring cleaning 
around his underground burrow home. Suddenly, he is struck by a feeling of tiredness and 
immediately tunnels his way out of the ground and up into the middle of a grass field. 
 
He decides to explore his surroundings and enjoy the sunlight. He keeps travelling farther 
and farther away from home, across meadows and fields, until he finally reaches a wide 
river. Mole had never seen a river before, and is awe-struck by its depth and beauty. 
 
Something on the opposite riverbank catches the Mole’s eye, and he notices a small hole 
just above the waterline. He wonders about living in that hole, but then a Water Rat pops 
out. It has brown little face, with whiskers, small ears and thick silky hair.  Being a friendly 
animal, the Water Rat brings his personal boat to the Mole, and invites him for a picnic on 
the river. Mole is excited, having never been in a boat, and joins the Water Rat down the 
stream. The Water Rat tells the Mole how much he loves spending time in his boat and is 
surprised to hear that this was the first time the Mole was sailing in one. 
 
After the Mole unpacks the basket filled with pickled gherkins, French rolls, cress 
sandwiches, lemonade and soda water, they discuss life on the river, which the Water Rat 
loves above everything else. He considers the river as his brother, sister and world because 
he lives on it and is dependent on it for his food, drink and washing. 
 
Then they come across a clearing. The Mole is curious to find out what is behind the 
woodland. The Water Rat tells him that it is the Wild Wood and home to many animals such 
as weasels, stoats and foxes. He tells the Mole that he doesn’t go there often as he does 
not trust those animals. 
 
The Mole having come out of his hole for the first time wants to explore further and asks 
what lies beyond the Wild Wood. The Water Rat warns the Mole that beyond the Wild 
Wood lays the Wide World. The Water Rat had never been there and nor did he wish to go 
there in the future. He also tells the Mole to be wise and not think about going into the 
Wide World ever. 

                                                             VOCABULARY WORDS 

1. flung : throw, dump 
2. snout : beak, nose 
3. meadow : grassland 
4. delighted : excited 
5. cosy : warm and comfortable 
6. considered: studied, examined 
7. gazed : looked 
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8. forepaw : front leg 
9. worth : value 
10. messing about : to spend time doing things that are not serious 
11. refer : to talk about 
12. ecstasy : great happiness 

 

LET’S REVISE: MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS (Oral Practice) 

1. What had the Mole never seen before? 

(a) the sun 

(b) a river 

(c) a Water Rat 

2. The Mole and the Water Rat went down the river in a _________. 

(a) basket 

(b) ship 

(c) boat 

3. Which food item was the Water Rat not carrying in the boat? 

(a) French rolls 

(b) French fries 

(c) soda water 

4. The Water Rat did not _________ the other animals in the Wild Wood. 

(a) trust 

(b) like 

(c) love 

5. Where did the Mole live? 

(a) in a hole near the edge of the river 

(b) in a hole under the ground 

(c) in  a hole in a tree trunk 

 

 



Page 4 of 7 
 

LIFESKILL ACTIVITY FOR THE DAY 

Being Grateful 

Children, you all are aware that the world is facing a big problem at the moment called 

COVID-2019. At this testing hour, we should ensure to not focus on the negatives around 

us. We must make it a habit to thank God at the end of the day for all his blessings. We are 

fortunate to be healthy, surrounded by people we love and have enough food to maintain a 

healthy mind and body. So remember to be grateful and thank God each night before going 

to bed. I wish you all a very happy and safe extended family-time at home. 
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