
 

 

Theme III – KINSHIP, CLASS, CASTE 

 

 

Role of historians: 

*

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Code :  

DHARAMSHASTRAS-CODE OF 

SOCIAL CONDUCT 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 



 

 

  

Beyond Birth 
Resources and 
Status 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

    

Handling Texts 

Historians and the 

Mahabharata 

Historians consider several   elements  

when  they  analyse  texts : 

*They examine whether texts were 

written in  languages used by ordinary 

people e.g Pali,Prakrit etc  OR 

* Languages that were  probably  used  

by priests and elites. 

* They also consider the kinds of text 

e.g mantras, learnt and chanted by  

ritual specialists,  or  stories  that people 

could have read, or heard, and then 

retold  

*Find out about the author(s) whose 

perspectives and ideas shaped the text 

*The interests of the intended audience   

*The possible date of the composition 

or compilation and the place where 

they may have been composed.  

After making these assessments 

- The historians then draw on 

the content of texts to arrive at 

an understanding of their 

historical significance 

The text is described as an itihasa within early 

Sanskrit tradition. 

Language and content: 

*The Sanskrit used – is simple 

 

Author(s) and dates: 

Charioteer -bards known 

as 

*sutas 

 *Brahmanas,wrote 

Itihaas-5thcentury   

* The worship of Vishnu- 

between c. 200 BCE and 

200 CE 

 *Large didactic sections 

resembling were added-

between 200 and 400 CE 

 

A Dynamic Text: 

*Written in a variety of languages 

*Several stories that originated in 

specific regions or circulated 

amongst certain people found 

their way into the epic. 

*The central story of the epic was 

often retold in different ways. 

*Episodes were depicted in 

sculpture and painting.  

*Themes for a wide range of 

performing arts - plays, dance 

etc. 


