
Theme II - Kings, farmers and Towns 

  

  

Deciphered two Scripts – Brahmi and Kharoshti 

James Prinsep 

An officer in the mint  of the East 

India Company. a great epigraphist 

Megalithic sites 

Coins 

Archaeology 

Buddhist, Jaina, Puranic literature 

and Sanskrit literary works 

Inscriptions Contemporary works – 

Chanakay’s--Arthashastra and 

Accounts of Megasthenes 

Sources which help us to know 

about 6 century B.C 



  It was an era associated with 

early states (Mahajanaapads) and 

cities 

It was a period which saw the 

use of iron to a great extent 

Growth of diverse system of 

thoughts -Buddhism and Jainism 

The development of coinage 

6th century B.C. regarded as a 

turning point in Indian History 



 

  

Most important were Magadha, 

Avanti, Koshala Kuru, Panchala, 

Vajji and Gandhara 

Kings were assisted by 

bureaucracies and standing 

armies 

Each had a capital city, often 

fortified 

Rulers collected taxes and 

Tribute 

They were ruled by kings,  

Some known as Ganas or 

Sanghas were oligarchies 

Brahmanas composed 

Dharmasutras .These laid down the 

rules / norms for the rulers 

There were 16 Mahajanapadas Organization of a Mahajanapada 

Mahajanapades  

What were they? 

How they were organized? 

Some of these states lasted 

nearly for thousand years 



  

Availability of Iron mines – which 

provided resources to make tools and 

weapons 

Elephants, found in the nearby forests- an 

important component of the army was 

available  

Ruthless and ambitious rulers like 

Bimbisara, Ajatshatru and 

Mahapadma Nanda ruled these areas 

and followed powerful policies 

Ganga and its tributaries provided 

cheap and convenient   communication 

(water transport) 

A region which was agriculturally 

productive and fertile land. 

Magadha - a powerful 

Mahajanapada (reasons) 



 

  

SOURCES TO RECONSTRUCT THE 

HISTORY OF THE MAURYAS 

Archaeological finds, especially sculpture 

Inscriptions of 

Ashoka—on 

rocks and pillars 

Contemporary works : 

*Account of Meganasthenes 

*Arthashastra –parts of which were probably 

composed by Chanakaya  

*Buddhist,Jaina,Puranic and Sanskrit literature 



  

Ashoka’s Dhamma 

Ashoka,the first ruler 

inscribed his messages 

to his subjects and 

officials-  called as 

Dhamma 
The Rules were: 

*Treating slaves and servants 

kindly 

* Respect  towards elders 

* Respect for religious tradition 

other than one’s own 

* Generosity towards these who 

renounced  the worldly life 

* Generocity  towards Brahmans 

 

Inscribed on stone surfaces-natural 

rocks and polished pillars 



  

Ashoka was more powerful and 

industrious 

There was well organized army 
Humble ruler 

Every level had a committee 

The message of Ashokan Empire 

was different 

It was a challenging and 

exciting empire 

Mauryan and administration, was 

well organized into different levels 

Emergence of the Mauryan 

Empire - regarded as a major 

land mark, Indian History 

The principle of non-violence ,ahimsa - has 

inspired our leaders in the 20th century.   



                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                

  

Use of iron tipped plough share –

in areas which had high rainfall 

 

Transplantation 

Use of irrigation through : 

  wells,tanks 

 canals ( less commonly ) 

Use of hoe agriculture in some parts of 

India –highly tracts in the NE and 

Central parts of the sub-continent 

Shifting from traditional agriculture 

to plough agriculture –in fertile 

alluvial river valleys 

Strategies to increase 

agricultural productive 



  LAND 

GRANTS 

                              IMPACT 

Is a subject of debate among historians? 

*Some feel –land grant was a strategy by 

elite to extend agriculture to new areas 

*Some feel –land grants were indicative of 

weakening political power (they were losing 

control over samantas ) 

*Some feel –because the kings were losing 

control, they were presenting a façade of 

power 

                 FEATURES 

*Part of land given to the done 

*Recorded in inscription-stone /copper plates 

(transaction) 

*Records that have survived –grants to 

religious institutions or to Brahamanas 

*Most inscriptions in Sanskrit. Some in local 

languages-Tamil,Telugu 

*Women were not supposed to have 

independent access to property, exception 

Prabhavati Gupta 

*The inscriptions also gives an idea of rural 

population 

*Regional variations in the sizes of land 

donated 



  

Market the finish products 

Shrenis – Guilds (organization 

of craft producers and 

merchants ) 

They procure raw materials Regulate production 

They tell us about the people who lived in the 

towns, like kings, goldsmiths, carpenter, 

merchants etc. 

Votive Inscriptions 

They record gifts made to 

religious institutions 

They mention the name of their 

donor and his / her occupation 



                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

           

  

For movement of army 

For well-connected and effective 

administrators 

To ensure law and order 

To ensure safe movement of goods and 

army 

For Trade 

Communication along land and 

River was vital for the Mauryas 



         

LIMITATIONS OF INSCRIPTIONAL 

EVIDENCE 

Inscriptions may be damaged or letters 

missing 

Letters were 

faintly engraved, 

so 

reconstructions 

are uncertain 

It is not always 

easy to be 

sure of the 

exact meaning 

Several thousand 

inscriptions have been 

discovered but not all have 

been deciphered 

Not everything that may be 

considered politically or 

economically significant 

was necessarily recorded 


