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SUBJECT: HISTORY 

 
CLASS IX 

 
CHAPTER: - The French Revolution 

 
. 

Kindly read the content given below and view the links shared for better understanding. 
Attempt the given assignment in History notebook.  

Link of the chapter:- http://www.ncert.nic.in/textbook/textbook.htm?iess3=1-5 

 

 
TOPIC: - Causes of the French Revolution 
 

 
 
 
1.Absolute Monarchy of Louis XVI 
 
The monarch had complete control over all aspects of the society including political 
power ,economics and all forms of authority. The society involved people being placed 
into different estates of power such as clergy ,nobility and peasants. 
 



 

 
 

 
2.Age of Enlightenment 
 
The ideals of liberty  and equality that were needed to overthrow Louis XVI ,emerged 
from the writings of important thinkers like Jean Jacques Rousseau, John Locke and 
Montesquieu .Each of these questioned the authority of an absolute monarch and 
argued against the rigid class divisions of feudalism. 
 

 
 
 
3.History of the Estates System 
 
The First estate comprised of the Roman catholic clergy which included people such 
as monks, priests. The church had a number of privileges like collection of taxes called 
tithes. 
 
The second estate consisted of the French nobility. They were exempted from paying 
many taxes and were allowed to collect dues from the peasants. 
 
The third estate included merchants, lawyers and ordinary peasants. They paid most 
of the taxes collected by the government. 
By 1789, the third estate resented their position. 
 
 
  

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
4.Weather conditions before 1789 
 
France experienced drastic shifts in the weather that negatively affected the food 
production. The winter was severe, summers included droughts that caused famines 
and poor harvests. The price of flour increased causing the price of bread to rise. Food 
crisis could not be solved. 
In October 1789, a mob of Parisian women marched to the king’s palace in Versailles 
in protest. This led to the imprisonment of Louis XVI and his family. 



 

 
 

 
5.Economic Crisis 
 
Throughout 1700s France participated in a series of expensive wars , especially 
against Britain . France allied with the American states which caused the country to 
push itself into bankruptcy. Louis XVI tried to solve the problem by increasing the tax 
rates. 
 
The monarchy had expensive lifestyle. The construction and remodelling of the Palace 
of Versailles incurred a huge cost to the country. The peasants of the third estate 
resented the wealth and privileges of the king and queen. 
 
 
 

 
 
Refer to the you tube link given below 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBn7iWzrKoI 

Assignment:- 
 
Q1.  "Louis XVI was a despotic ruler.” Justify the statement. 
 
Q2. Comment on the cartoon given below. 

 

Q3. Analyse the causes of the French Revolution. Make a table and divide the 
causes into political, social, economic and immediate. 


