
  

Theme-1: Bricks, Beads and Bones 

 

It includes plant and Animal 

products 

Archaeologist who study about the animal 

remains are called Archaeo-Zoologists 

Archeologist who study about reconstructing the 

dietary practices from charred grains are called 

Archaeo – Botanists 

 

The Harappans carried on their living 

with help of agriculture, pastoralism, 

domestication of animals, pottery, 

making of craft work 

The Harappan used wide range of 

Subsistence Strategies 

SUBSISTENCE STRATEGIES 

Grains found: 

*Wheat, barley, lentil, 

chickpea, millets and sesame 

* Finds of rice ---are relatively 

rare 

Animal bones found those of: 

*Domesticated animals such as--cattle, 

sheep, goat, buffalo and pig. 

* Bones of wild species –boar, deer and 

gharial are also found 



  

The field was divided into 

two sets of furrows at right 

angles to each other. 

Suggesting that two sets of 

crops were grown. 

Evidences found 

in the following 

areas: 

CBKSD 

C – Cholistan 

B – Banawali 

K – Kalibangan 

S – Shortugai 

D – Dholavira 

Sources 

1. Seals 

2. Artefacts 

3. Terracotta sculptures 

 

AGRICULTURAL TECHNOLOGIES 

Use of wooden ploughs, 

wooden handle and stone 

blades 

Different means of 

irrigation were adopted to 

irrigate land – 

 Canals 

 Wells 

 Reservoirs 



  

CITADEL—smaller and higher              

 

 Buildings were constructed on 

mud brick platforms 

Mohenjodaro - A planned urban 

centre 

Divided into two sections THE LOWER TOWN—

larger and lower 

The citadel was walled and 

physically separated from the 

lower town 

FEATURES: 

*The lower town was also walled  

*Evidence of craft 

*Planning indicates-- mobilisation 

of labour on a large scale  

*Use of baked / sun dried bricks 

with standardized ratio 

 

Domestic architecture: 

* Courtyard, with rooms on all sides 

*Concern for privacy – no windows 

at ground level 

* Bathrooms paved with bricks and 

drains connected with the street 

drains 

*Some house had staircases 

*Many had wells, often in a room 

Drainage system: 

*Carefully planned 

* The roads / streets were laid out along approximate grid 

pattern– intersecting at right angles 

*Streets with drains laid first and then houses built along 

them 

*Every house needed to have at least one wall along the 

street 

Evidence of structures that were 

probably used for special public 

purposes –  

*The Great Bath and the 

* Warehouse 



  

FEATURES OF THE GREAT BATH 

*Rooms on three sides 

*In one of the rooms, was 

a large well  

 

 

*There were two 

flights of steps on the 

north and south 

leading into the tank 

*The tank was made 

watertight by setting 

bricks on the edge 

and using mortar of 

gypsum 

*Large rectangular tank in a courtyard 

*Surrounded by a corridor on all four 

sides 

*The uniqueness of the structure, as well 

of the context, has led scholars to 

suggest------it was meant for some kind of 

a ritual bath 

*Water from the tank flowed into a huge drain 

*To the north lay a smaller building with eight 

bathrooms, four on each side of a corridor 

*Drains from each bathroom connected to a 

drain that ran along the corridor 



 

 

  

By studying burial 

sites 

                 

Dead were generally laid 

in pits 

 

 

 
Many artefacts were seen in 

some graves – pottery, 

ornaments etc. 

                  

Perhaps indicating a belief –in life 

after death 

Artefacts were classified into 

 *Utilitarian – objects of daily use –made of easily 

available material such as clay and stone eg. Querns 

etc. 

 * Luxuries –they were rare or made from costly, non-

local material or with complicated technologies eg. 

Pots of faience 

 By studying artefacts 

TRACKING SOCIAL 

DIFFERENCES 



 

  

Main craft work: 

*  Weight making 

* Seal & Bead Making 

* Shell cutting 

* Metal works 

Shapes of beads –  

Cylindrical, Spherical etc. 

Main centres of craft 

production 

B C D L N –  

 Balakot 

 Chanhudaro  

 Dholavira 

 Lothal, 

 Nageshwar 

  

Materials used –  

Precious Stones- carnelian, Crystal, 

Steatite, quartz, jasper 

Metal- copper, bronze, gold 

Other material- shell, faience and 

terracotta 

CRAFT PRODUCTION 

Identifying centres of production: 

Archaeologists look for: 

1) Raw material-stone nodules, 

whole shells, copper ore 

2) Tools 

3) Unfinished objects 

4) Rejects and waste materials- best 

indicators for craft work 



  

Establishing settlements near the 

source of raw materials e.g shell was 

available near: 

   Nageshwar and Balakot 

Sending expeditions to areas: 

 Rajasthan –for copper 

South India –for gold 

Developing communication with the 

local people 

Land routes, River route 

Strategies used to procure 

materials for craft production 

 

Contact with distant lands 

Magan,  

Mesopotamia 

 Bahrain and  

Afghanistan 



  

  
Harappan Seal Seals and Sealings were 

used to facilitate long 

distance communication 

The Harappan script –Features 

*Have a line of writing with the name 

and the title of the owner 

*Contains animal motifs and signs 

*Remains undeciphered 

 

 

The Sealing conveyed-- the 

identity of the sender 

The script is not alphabetical and 

was written from Right to Left 

It is an important artefact 

It is made up of stone called 

steatite 

Most inscriptions are short. The 

Longest has about 26 signs 

 

Writing has been found on: 

*seals, copper tools, rim of jars, 

copper and terracotta tablets 

andterracotta 

tttttttttttttabletstablets,jewellery, bone 

rods 



  

       ANCIENT AUTHORITY 

           Palace and kings 

 Large building at Mohenjodaro labelled as – a 

palace 

 A stone statue was labelled as –“priest king” 

Theories regarding presence of Kings  

*No kings, everybody enjoyed equal 

status 

*No single ruler, but several 

MOST PLAUSIBLE THEORY 

*There was a single state, as 

1) Similarity of artefacts 

2) Planned settlements 

3) Standardized ratio of brick size 

4) Establishment of settlements near 

sources of raw material 



 

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

                  

       

 Classification— 

 in terms of functions such as is an 

artefact a tool or an ornament 

Classification-- In terms of materials used: 

Such as stone, clay, metal etc 

 

The sculptures that are unearthed—

indirect evidence 

 An understanding of the function of 

an artefact --- 

-with its resemblance, with present 

day things such as stone blades, pots 

etc 

By studying the artefacts 

How archaeologists 

reconstruct the past 


